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! Inside Samia’s plan to position

The government’s current

plan seoks to change this

by doveloping a multimodal
transport system where railways,
ports, roads and maritime
transport operate as one

By Jacob Mosenda
WSmosenda
mypacobetz nationmedia.com

Dar es Salanm. For decades,
Kigoma carried a description that
reflected its physical location but
failed to capture its economic
potential as it was widely known as
the ‘end of the railway.!’

This meant that Kigoma was the
final destination of Tanzania’s Cen-
tral Line where trains from Dar es
Salaam stopped before reaching
the shores of Lake Tanganyika.

President Samia Suluhu Has-
san now wants that narrative to
change.

Her administration is position-
ing Kigoma not as a terminal point,
but as astrategic logistics and com-
mercial gateway linking Tanzania
with some of the most important
markets in Bast and Central Africa,
particularly castern Democratic
Republic of Congo (DRC), Burundi
and Zambia.

The ambition is being backed by
a series of large-scale infrastruc-
ture investments, including the
construction of the 506-kilometre

‘abora-Kigoma Standard Gauge
Railway (SGR).

Other  projects include  the
expansion of Kigoma Port, intro-
duction of modern cargo vessels
on Lake Tanganyika, rehabilitation
of the historic MV Liemba, devel-
opment of a government shipyard
and improvements at Kigoma Air-
port.

Together, the projects represent
a broader economic strateyy that
connects countries via Tanzania's
Indian Ocean gateway at Dar cs
Salaam, aiming to transform Kigo-
ma into a regional logistics hub.,

Speaking during the launch of
the SGR project and commission-
ing of four new cargo vessels in
Kigoma yesterday, President Has-
san said the investments marked a
turning point for the region.

“Kigomawill nolongerbe known
as the end of the railway. Instead, it
will become the beginning of new
opportunities for trade and invest-
ment,” she saicd.

Why Kigoma matters

Kigoma's importance is rooted
in geography. Located on the cast
em shores of Lake Tanganyika,
the region provides Tanzania with
a natural connection to Burundi,
stern DRC and Zambia.

The lake itself forms one of Afri-
ca’s largest freshwater transport '
corridors, stretching for more than |
670 kilometres and serving mil- i

lions of people across four coun-
tries
Yot for decades, Kigoma's stra-
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tegic position remained underuti-
lised.

Limited shipping capacity, inad-
equate port infrastructure and
unreliable transport connections
meant that the region struggled to
fully benefit from its location.

Cargo movement between Tan-
zania and castern DRC was often
expensive and slow, reducing the
competitiveness of businesses
operating along the corridor.

The government’s current plan

secks to change this by develop-
ing a multimodal transport system
where railways, ports, roads and
marilime transport operate as one
conneeted network.

Transport  Minister, Prof
Makame Mbarawa, said the objec-
tive was not simply (o construct
infrastructure, but to create an
environment where public and pri-
vate investinents work together to
expand economic opportunities.

“Our government believes that
sustainable development cannot
be achieved by the government
alone. It requires strong coopera-
tion between the government and
the private sector,” said Prof Mbar-
awil.

He added that the government’s
approach was to support investors
rather than compete with them.

“We do not compete with inves-
tors; our main responsibility is
to empower them. We do not put
obstacles in their way; instead, it is
our duty to remove those obstacles
and ensure they succeed in Tanza-
nia,” he said.

That philosophy is increasingly
visible in Kigoma, where private

investors have become central to
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the expansion of lake transport.

The DRC opportunity

At the centre of Kigoma’s eco-
nomic transformation is the Dem-
ocratic Republic of Congo.

The DRC is already one of Tan-
zania’s most important regional
trade partners and among the larg-
est users of the Central Corridor,
which connects the Port of Dar es
Salaam with landlocked markets.

The importance of eastern DRC
goes beyond its population. The
region is home to significant min-
cral resources, including copper,
cobalt and other strategic minerals
that are critical to global industries.
For Tanzania, the opportunity is
twofold.

First, improving transport links
will allow more cargo from eastern
DRC to move through Tanzanian
ports, increasing revenue for ports,
railways, logistics companies and
service providers.

Second, it will create opportu-
nities for Tanzanian businesses to
access a growing market for man-
ufactured goods, agricultural prod-
ucts, construction materials and
services. The government believes
that strengthening the Kigoma
corridor will make Tanzania more
competitive against alternative
routes used by traders in the Great
Lakes region.

The expansion of Lake Tangany-
ika transport is therefore not only
a regional connectivity project; it
is also an economic strategy aimed
at increasing Tanzania’s role in
regional supply chains.

Connecting Dar with Central
Africa

The transformation of Kigoma

logistics gateway

s

President Samia Suluhu Hassan cuts the ribbon to officially launch four cargo vessels that will operate on Lake Tanganyika
during a ceremony in Kigoma Region. PHOTO | STATE HOUSE

cannot be separated from devel-
opments taking place more than
1,200 kilometres away at the Port
of Dar es Salaam.

The port remains Tanzania’s
largest maritime gateway and one
of the most important entry points
for cargo serving domestic and
regional markets.

The government’s plan is to
create a seamless transport chain
where imported goods arriving at
Dar es Salaam can move efficiently
through the SGR network to Kigo-
ma before crossing Lake Tanganyi-
ka into neighbouring countries.

The Tabora-Kigoma SGR pro-
ject, officially known as Lot 6, cov-
ers 506 kilometres and is being
implemented at a cost of about
Sh74 trillion.

Once completed, the railway
will connect Kigoma with Tabo-
ra, Dodoma, Morogoro and Dar
es Salaam, significantly reducing
transport time and costs.

Tanzania Railway Corpora-
tion (TRC) executive director, Mr
Machibya Masanja, told President
Hassan that: “the project would
fundamentally transform the
movement of goods and people
between western Tanzania and the
coast.”

President Hassan said the
investments were designed to take
advantage of Tanzania’s unique
geographical position.

“God Himself knows why Tan-
zania was created in the position
where we are today. He has bless-
ed us with resources and oppor-
tunities that can enable Tanzania
to become a major trading hub,”
she said. She added that geogra-

representiabroader economio strategy that connects countries via Tanzania’s Indian Ocean gateway at Dares Salaam

| phy alone was not enougl: deliber- |

| ate policies, laws and investiments |

were required to transform the |
opportunity into cconomic reality, 1

Although the SGR has attract-
ed much public attention, experts
argue that the railway alone cannot
transform Kigoma into a logistics
hub.

The success of the corridor
depends on every part of the sys-
tem working together.

This is why the launch of four
new cargo vessels on Lake Tanga-
nyika was considered a major mile-
stone.

The vessels, constructed by
Gold Voyage Logistics Limited,
have a carrying capacity of about
2,000 tonnes each and are expect-
ed to improve freight movaggent
between Tanzania and ebﬂ
DRC

Prof Mbarawa said the ships
would open a new chapter in lake
transport.

“These four new vessels will
open a new era of maritime trans-
port on Lake Tanganyika. They will
increase cargo capacity, improve
transport safety, reduce transpor-
tation costs and strengthen trade
between Tanzania, the Democratic
Republic of Congo and Byrundi”
he said.

The private investor has indicat-
ed plans to construct two addition-
al vessels by 2027, while TRC and
Tanzania Ports Authority (TPA)
also plan further investments in
marine transport.

The government expects the
combined public and private sector
investments to increase the num-
ber of modern vessels operating on
Lake Tanganyika in coming years.

The shipyard question

While celebrating the infrastruc-
ture progress, economists have
warned that Kigoma's transforma-
tion requires more than railways
and ships.

Former Kigoma North MP Zitto
Kabwe has argued that the region
needs a functional shipyard to sup-

port long-term maritime opera-
tions.

In his recent commentary, Mr
Kabwe welcomed the SGR invest-
ment but cautioned that without
ship maintenance and construc-
tion capacity, Tanzania risks build-
ing an incomplete logistics system.

His argument is that every suc-
cessful transport corridor requires
supporting industries.

President Hassan appeared to
acknowledge this challenge when
she directed the Ministry of Trans-
port to explore partnerships with
private investors to accelerate
completion of the Kigoma ship-

She said government resources
alone could slow the process, while
collaboration with capable inves-
tors could help deliver the project
faster.

On the other hand, President
Hassan stressed that protecting
the investments would be essen-
tial: “Without security, there can be
no development.”

The President urged citizens

and other public assets affects not

only the government but every tax-
payer and the future generation.
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SGR Tabora-Kigoma
ni daraja la maendeleo
kitaifa, kikanda

UZINDUZI na uwekajl jiwe la msin-
g wa ujenzl wa Rell ya Kisasa (SGR)
kutoka Tabora hadi Kigoma uli-
ofanywa jana na Rals Samia Suluhu
Hassan ni hatua muhimu katlka sa-
farl ya Tanzania ya kujenga uchumi
shindani unaotegemea miundom-
Dbinu ya kisasa.

Mradi huu wa kilometa 506, we-
nye thamani ya Sh. trilioni 6.31,
haupaswi kutazamwa kama mradi
wa reli pekee, ball kama uwekezaji
wa kimkakati wenye uwezo wa
kubadilisha sura ya uchumi wa ma-
gharibi mwa Tanzania na kuimari-
sha nafasi ya nchi katika biashara
ya kikanda na kimataifa.

Kwa miaka mingi, Mkoa wa
Kigoma umekuwa ukikabiliwa na
changamoto za miundombinu ya
usafiri zilizopunguza kasi ya maen-
deleo ya kiuchumi na kijamil.

Kukamilika kwa reli hii kutarahi-
sisha usafirishaji mizigo na abiria,
kupunguza gharama za usafiri,
kuongeza ufanisi wa biashara na
kuvutia uwekezaji katika sekta
mbalimbali.

Vilevile, zaidi ya ajira 15,000 zina-
zotarajiwa kuzalishwa wakati wa
ujenzi ni fursa muhimu kwa wa-
nanchi wa Tabora na Kigoma, huku
manufaa ya muda mrefu yakione-
kana kupitia ukuaji wa biashara, vi-
wanda, utalii na huduma nyingine.

Mradi huu pia unaendana kika-
milifu na Dira ya Taifa ya Maen-
deleo ya Tanzania 2025, ambayo
inasisitiza umuhimu wa uwekezaji
katika miundombinu ya Kisasa
kama kichocheo cha ukuaji wa
uchumi, kuongezeka kwa uzalishaji
na kuboresha maisha ya wananchi.

pia unatekeleza malengo ya
Mpango wa Tatu wa Taifa wa Maen-
deleo wa Miaka Mitano unaolenga
kujenga uchumi shindani kupitia
uwekezaji katika reli, barabara,
bandari na nishati.

Katika ngazi ya kikanda, reli ya
Tabora-Kigoma ni utekelezaji azma
ya Jumuiya ya Afrika Mashariki
(EAC) ya kuunganisha nchi wana-
chama kupitia miundombinu bora
ili kurahisisha biashara na usa-
firishaji bidhaa.

Kuunganisha Bandari ya Dar es
Salaam na masoko ya Burundi
pamoja na Jamhuri ya Kidemokra-
sia ya Congo (DRC) kutapunguza
muda na gharama za usafirishaji
mizigo, hivyo kuongeza ushindani
wa bidhaa za Tanzania katika soko
la kikanda.

Hilpla naunga mkono utekelezaji
Mkataba wa Eneo Huru Ja Blashara
Barant Afrika (ACITA), unaolenga
kuondon vikwazo vya blashara na
luongeza blashara ndani ya Bara
Ja Afrika.

Kimatalfa, mradi huu unaendanz
na Malengo ya Maendeleo Ende-
levu ya Umoja wa Mataifa (SDG),
hususan Lengo la 9 linalohimiza
ujenzi wa miundombinu imard,
maendeleo ya viwanda na ubunifu.

Pia unachangia Lengo la 8 kuhusu
ukuaji wa uchumi unaojumuisha
wole na ajira zenye staha, pamoja
na Lengo la 13 kwa kuwa usafiri wa
reli huchangia kupunguza uzal-
ishajl hewa ukaa kulinganishwa na
utegemezi mkubwa wa usafirishaji
mizigo kwa malori.

Hata hivyo, mafanikio ya mradi
huu hayatategemea ujenzi wa reli
pekee, Serikali na sekta binafsi zi-
napaswa kuwekeza kwa wakati ka-
tika maeneo ya viwanda, maghala
ya kisasa, vituo vya ukusanyaji
mazao, huduma za usafirishaji na
miji ya kibiashara kandokando ya
reli.

Bila hatua hizo, uwezo mkubwa
wa reli unaweza usitumike kika-
milifu. Vilevile, ni muhimu ku-
hakikisha wananchi wa maeneo
husika wanapewa kipaumbele ka-
tika ajira, mafunzo ya ujuzi na fursa
za kiuchumi zitokanazo na mradi
huuw.

‘Usimamizi madhubuti wa mradi
unapaswa kuzingatia uwazi, uwa-
jibikaji, thamani ya fedha na ul-
inzi wa mazingira ili kuhakikisha
uwekezaji huu mkubwa unaleta
matokeo yaliyokusudiwa.

Hili litajenga imani ya wananchi
na wadau wa maendeleo, sambam-
ba na kuhakikisha mradi unakami-
lika kwa wakati na kwa viwango
vinavyokubalika kimataifa.

Kwa ujumla, Nipashe tunaona
SGR Tabora-Kigoma ni zaidi ya njia
ya usafiri. Ni daraja la fursa mpya
za biashara, uwekezaji, ajira na
maendeleo ya kijamii.

Ikiwa itaunganishwa na sera sa-
hihi za maendeleo ya viwanda,
biashara na rasilimali watu, mradi
huu utaifanya Tanzania kuwa ki-
tovu muhimu cha usafirishaji na
biashara katika ukanda wa Maziwa
Makuu na Afrika kwa ujumla.

Huu ndio wakati wa kuhakikisha
uwekezaji huu unazaa matunda
yanayowanufaisha Watanzania wa
kizazi cha sasa na kijacho.

Nipashe hutolewa na kuchapishwa na:

THE GUARDIAN LIMITED

Mhariri Mtendaji : Salome Kitomari
Meneja Usambazaji na Masoko: Dennls Ntaita, 0713 578 284
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Na Christina Mwakhnga!e
0715086344 WhatsAPP SMS

NIA ya Serikali ya kuimarisha
sekta ya usafiri nchini, imezidi
kudhihirika baada ya Rais Samia
Suluhu Hassan, kuweka jiwe la
msingi la Mradi wa Ujenzi wa
Reli ya Kisasa (SGR), kipande cha
sita kinachoanzia Tabora hadi
Kigoma.

Rais Samia aliweka jiwe hilo
jana alipokuwa katika ziara
yake mkoani Kigoma, kisha aka-
zungumza na wananchi katika
Uwanja wa Katosha, Mjini Kigo-
ma.

Kwa mujibu wa Rais Samia,
miundombinu ya ujenzi wa reli
hiyo itagharimu takribani Sh.
trilioni 7.

Katika mazungumzo yake,
Rais Samia alisisitiza watanzania
kuzingatia umuhimu wa kulinda
miundombinu ya reli, bandari
na Dbarabara, akisema miradi
hiyo imegharimu fedha nyingi
za walipakodi na ni msingi wa
maendeleo ya sasa na ya vizazi
vijavyo.

"Uharibifu wa miundombinu
hii si hasara kwa serikali pekee
bali ni hasara kwa kila mtan-
zania. Bila amani na usalama,
maendeleo hayawezi kupatika-
na," alisema.

Aliwataka wananchi wa Kigo-
ma na watanzania kwa ujumla,
kuendelea kushirikiana na vy-
ombo vya ulinzi na usalama ka-
tika kulinda miundombinu ya
kimkakati na kudumisha amani,
akieleza kuwa mazingira salama
ndiyo msingi wa maendelco en-
delevu kwa taifa.

Katika hatua nyingine, Rais
Samia Mkoa wa Kigoma uli-
ozoeleka kuitwa mwisho wa reli,
hautaendelea kuitwa hivyo, bali
utakuwa mwanzo wa kufunguka
kibiashara kutokana na ujenzi
wa miundombinu unaoendelea
ili kununganisha na mikoa min-
gine nchini.

“Kukamilika kwa SGR inay-
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Kigoma na Tabora, Dodoma,
Morogoro hadi Dar es Salaam,
kutafungua fursa mpya za kiu-
chumi, kuongeza ajira na kura-
hisisha usafirishaji wa abiria na
mizigo ndani na nje ya nchi.

“Itaunganisha pia mtandao
wa reli kuelekea Mwanza, hivyo
kuifanya Kigoma kuwa kitovu
muhimu cha biashara na usa-
firishaji katika Ukanda wa Mazi-
wa Makuu,” alisema Rais Samia.

Pia, alisema kwa uhakika wa
safari kutokana na uwekezaji
huo, wakulima watanufaika kwa
kupata pembejeo kwa gharama
nafuu na kusafirisha mazao
yao kwa urahisi hadi kwenye
masoko makubwa.

Aidha, alisema wavuvi nao
watanufaika na uwekezaji huo
kwa kuwa. watapata fursa ya
kupeleka mazao ya uvuvi katika
masoko ya uhakika ndani na nje
ya Tanzania.

“Wafanyabiashara  pamoja
na wajasiriamali, nao watanu-
faika kwa kupungua kwa muda
na gharama za usafirishaji, hali
itakayoongeza ushindani wa bi-
ashara na kuchochea ukuaji wa

uchumiwa mkoa huo.

“Uwekezajl tunaoufanya kati-
kareli, bandari na usafiri wa ma-
jini, utazalisha maelfu ya ajira,
hasa kwa vijana, katika sekta za
usafirishaji, maghala, bandari,
hoteli, matengeneczo ya mitam-
bo pamoja na huduma nyingine
zitakazoibuka kutokana na mi-
radi hiyo.

"Kwa hiyo, nawaomba wa-
nanchi wa Kigoma kujiandaa na
kuzitumia fursa hizi kwa sababu
uwekezaji huu umeletwa kwa
manufaa ya wananchi na un-
alenga kuboresha maisha yao,"
alisema. }

Awali, Rais Samia alizindua
meli nne za mizigo zlizotengen-
ezwa na Kampuni ya Gold Lo-
gistics Limited, zitakazotumika
kusafirisha makasha ya mizigo
kupitia  Bandari  ya  Kigoma
kwenda Jamhuri ya Kidemokra-
sia ya Congo (DRC), Burundl na
Zambia.

Alifpongeza  kampuni  hiyo
kwa kushirikiananaserikali katl-
ka kuimarisha sekta ya uchukuzt
nchini kwa kuwa uwekezaji huo
utachochea ujio wa vituo vikub-

wa vya usafirishaji na uhitadhi
wa mizlgo, jambo litakaloongeza
fursa za ajira na blashara katika
Mkoa wa Kigoma.

Rais Samia pia alitoa wito kwa
wawekezaji wengine wa ndani
na nje ya nehi, kutumia fursa
zilizopo nchini kwa kuwa seri
kali imeboresha mazingiva ya
uwekezaji kupitia sera, sheria na
milumo ya kitaasisl inayowez-
esha biashara  kufanyika  kwa
manufai ya pande zote,

Alifagiza Wizara ya Uchukuzi
na Mamlaka ya Usimamizi wa
Bandari Tanzania  (TPA),  ku-
hakikisha Meli ya MV Licmba,
inayolanyiwa ukarabati unaoele-
kea hatua za mwisho, kuhakiki
sha kazi hiyo inakamilika kwa
ubora, ili meli hiyo fendelee ku-
toa huduma kwa miaka ming
fjayo.

“Pia,  Wizara ya  Uchukuzi,
itafute ushirikiano na sekta bin-
alsi il kukamilisha kwa haraka
karakana ya kisasa ya kutengen-
eza na kuhudumia meli inay-
ojengw a Kigoma kwa kuwa ush-
irikiano huo utasaidia kuongeza
utanist na kupunguza gharama
zauendeshajl,” alisena.

KUHUSU AMANI

Aklzungumzia suala Ty amant
nchinl, Rais Samla alisisitiza
umubimu wa kulinda amant
na usalama wa nehi, akisema
ndio mshngh wa macndeleo na
uwekezaji nikubwa unaolanywa
na serikalt kattka mivadt ya kim
kakati.

“Nipende kusisttiza suala la
amant, usalama na maendeleo
yancht yetu, uwekezaji huuna
ghartmu fedha nyingl sana.

“Watanzania WaLpaswa
kuwa na mtazamo wa kaweka
usalama mbele  kwa sababu
maendeleo hayawezt kupatika
na bila kuwapo kwa mazingta
salama,

“Niwaombe sama wote kuwa
D ftkadi ya usatama kwanza na
maendeleo yetu, bila usatama

MWAMLGA WA 1AM
Jurnans dalal 21 1006
Inay-

ounganl-

sha Kigoma na
Tabora, Dodoma,
Morogoro hadi
Dar os Salaam,
kutafungua fursa
mpya za kiuchue,
kuongeza ajira na
lurahlsisha usa-
firisha)l wa abirla
na mizigo ndani na
nje ya nchi

Huha-
milika
kwa SGR

fals Samja Suluhy
lassan akakata utepe
gashitia uzinduzi wa
Meli A 2o rizigo 21
takazo hudutnu katika
Ziwa Tanganyika mboani
Kigama jana PICHA:
IKULUY

hakuna maendeleo
“Katla hilo,  navielekeza
ombo vy ulinz kushiebana

kwa kushirikbana na Wiz
Uchukuzl, kuweka mikakat
hubutt na shirikishi ya a7t wa
minndombinumayojenggs, alise
ma s Samia

Aliserna kwamba, Yanzania
haipaswi kupunza sl 1 os
alama kwa kuwa kuvurogika kwa
aman, kunawezd keathird kast ya
maendeleo na kuznla wananchi
kunutaika ma awekezagl tmaotany
wa ta serikali

“Suala L usalama wa nehil yet
nl kipaumbele cha kwanza na
hatupaswl kulipuoza hata Kldogo
Nivtawaataka talinde tan izl (ust
kuball kushasishiwa au kutomika
ma watt wastoltakia mema neli
yerun, wawe wandant au kutokanje
ya nehl Tukivarug amand, maen
deleo tumayotaka hayatashamil
a hayatakuwa na maana.

“Mitano mingd tunayo,neh firant
zinaagiza kila kit katoka nje kwa
Sababinr aawvama (esa i wasaa wa
kutulia ma kuzalisha ndant kwao,
Trata Kitimo kuwa na mazao yao na
Kufitepemen hawana,” allsema

KIGOMA MWISHO WA RELT

Naye Mkuu wa Mkoa wa Kl
ma, Stmon Skiro, alisema knwek
wa kwa Jiwe Lomstogd kattka Mradi
wa SGR. Katanggantsha mkoa huo
na mihoa mingtne hadi Dar ex Sa
laam.

Allsena kwamba, Mkoa  wa
Kigoma ambao nmekuwa mwisho
wa el utaanza kuwa fursa kwa
watanzanta kwa kowa satard 2a
kulngia va katoka mkoant nimo
llzokuwa zikichukua mda
mwingt na ghatama kubwa, sl
taanza kuwa fupl wa kateta matn
mabnt ma toesa kwa wananchi wa
Nigoma

Rell ya Kisasa (SGRY, Kipande
cha stta kntoka Tabora hadi Ko
i, Kiakuwa e ewa kilomiea
SO6 ufenz unatarajiwa knkamitika
mwaka 2030,

Mradt huo pla, wnatarafiva ka
punguza muda wa satart katoka
Dar ex Salaan kwenda Kigoma
Kurtoka zadd ya saa 20 zasasa hadi
s nane
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“Ujasiri hautokani na ushindi. Jitit
Unapopitia taabu na ukaamua ku

Arnold Schwarzenegger (Mche

Usalama madereva wa sulphur upewe kipaumbele

andari ya Dar es Salaam imeende-

lea kuwa lango muhimu la biashara

kwa nchi za ukanda wa Afrika, huku
maelfu ya tani za bidhaa mbalimbali ziki-
safirishwa kwenda Zambia, Jamhuri ya
Kidemokrasia ya Congo (DRC) na mataifa
mengine jirani, Miongoni mwa mizigo hiyo
ni sulphur, kemikali muhimu inayotumika
katika uzalishaji wa mbolea na shughuli za
migodini.

Hata hivyo, nyuma ya mchango huo mkub-
wa wa kiuchumi kuna kundi la madereva
wanaobeba jukumu kubwa kwa kusafirisha
kemikali hiyo kwa maelfu ya kilomita. Kauli
zao zinaonesha kuwa bado wanakabiliwa
na changamoto za mazingira ya kazi, hofu
ya usalama na ukosefu wa vifaa vya kutosha
vya kujikinga.

Ni kweli kwamba wataalamu wa Ofisi ya
Mkemia Mkuu wa Serikali wameeleza kuwa
sulphur katika hali yake ya kawaida si hatari
kubwa kama ilivyo pale inapowaka na kuzal-
isha gesi ya sulphur dioxide. Pia wamefa-
fanua kuwa matumizi ya vifaa vya kujikinga
hutegemea aina ya shughuli inayofanyika,
hususan wakati wa kushughulikia ajali au
kemikali inapomwagika.

Hata hivyo, maelezo hayo ya kisayansi
hayapaswi kupuuzia hofu halisi ya madere-
va wanaokaa wiki kadhaa safarini wakiwa
na mzigo huo. Hofu yao inapaswa kutazam-

* wa kama sehemu ya usalama kazini na afya
va wafanyakazi, si jambo la kubezwa,

Ndiyo maana kuna wmuhimu wa Serika-
li, waajiri na wadau wa sekta ya usafir-
ishaji kutazama upya namna kemikalj hii
inavyosafirishwa. Dunia imeendelea kubuni
njia salama zaidi za kusafirisha kemikali
hatarishi, hivyo hakuna sababu ya Tanzania
kushindwa kujifunza kutoka kwa mataifa
yaliyopiga hatua. Kwa mfano, nchini Cana-

da na sehemu kubwa za Marekani, sulphur
inayoyeyushwa (molten sulphur) husafir-
ishwa kwa kutumia mabehewa maalumu va
reli na matangi yaliyofungwa kabisa (sealed
tank cars), huku sulphur ya punje au unga
ikifungashwa katika mifuko maalumu au
makontena yaliyofungwa kwa viwango vina-
vyopunguza kabisa kusambaa kwa vumbi.

Aidha, nchini Australia, kampuni za
migodi hutumia makontena yaliyofungwa
na mifumo maalumu ya kudhibiti vumbi
wakati wa usafirishaji wa sulphur kwenda
migodini.

Mifano hiyo inaonesha kuwa maende-
leo ya teknolojia yamewezesha kupungu-
za hatari kwa wafanyakazi bila kuathiri
biashara yenyewe. Tanzania inaweza kujif-
unza kutokana na uzoefu huo kwa kuhimiza
matumizi ya makontena au matangi maalu-
mu yanayofungwa vizuri badala va kutege-
mea zaidi usafirishaji wa mifuko ilivo wazi
chini ya turubai.

Hata kama mabadiliko hayo hayawezi
kufanyika mara moja, vanaweza kuanza kwa
awamu kupitia uwekezaji na maboresha ya
kanuni. Pamoja na hilo, ukaguzi wa mara
kwa mara wa afya za madereva wanaobe-
ba kemikali, utoaji wa vifaa vya kisasa vya
kujikinga, mafunzo endelevu na bima zin-
azozingatia mazingira yao va kazi vinapas-
wa kuwa sehemu va utaratibu wa kawaida,
badala ya kutegemea hiari va mwajiri.

Uchumi wa Taifa unanufaika na safari
hizi, lakini mafanikio hayo hayatakuwa na
maana ‘ikjwa vatajengwa juu ya hofu na
mazingira yasiyowapa madereva uhakika
wa usalama. Ni wakati wa kuwekeza zaidi
katika teknolojia, kanuni na ustawi wa watu
wanaofanya kazi hil muhimu. Usalama wa
dereva nao unapaswa kuwa sehemu yva mzi-
£0 unaopelekwa salama mpaka unakofika.
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Dar es Salaam. Rais Samia
Suluhu Hassan amesema Serika-
li inaendelea kutekeleza mkakati
wa kuiondoa Kigoma katika his-
toria ya kuwa mwisho wa reli na
Kkuigeuza kuwa kitovu c¢ha biasha-
ra, usafirishaji na uwekezaji kin-
achounganisha Tanzania na nchi
za Afrika Mashariki na Kati.

Amesema hatua hivo inate-
kelezwa kupitia uwekezaji wa
Reli ya Kisasa (SGR), upanuzi wa
Bandari ya Kigoma na ujenzi wa
meli za mizigo katika Ziwa Tang-
anyika, miradi inayolenga kufun-
gua fursa mpya za uchumi kwa
wananchi.

Rais Samia, aliyasema hayo
jana wakati wa uwekaji jiwe la
msingi la ujenzi wa SGR kipande
cha Tabora-Kigoma na uzinduzi
wa ujenzi wa meli nne za mizigo
mkoani Kigoma.

Alisema tangu alipotembelea
Kigoma mwaka 2022 aliahidi kuu-
fungua mkoa huo kiuchumi kwa
kutumia nafasi yake ya kijiografia
na kwamba miradi inayotekelez-
wa sasa ni sehemu ya utekelezaji
wa ahadi hiyo.

“Niliahidi Kigoma haitakuwa
mwisho wa reli tena. Itakuwa
katikati kutoka Dar es Salaam
kwenda mbele na kila tunachoki-
fanya leo ni utekelezaji wa ahadi
hiyo,” alisema.

Alisema Kigoma ina nafasi
muhimu kwa sababu ni lango la
Tanzania kuelekea nchi jirani,
hivyo maendeleo ya reli, bandari
na usafiri wa majini yataifan-
ya kuwa kitovu cha biashara za
kikanda.

“Kigoma haitakuwa mwisho
wa reli kama ilivyozoeleka kufa-

Shi162.15 bil

Klasl cha fedha ambacho Tanzanla ilipata
kwa kuuza bidhaa kwenda nchini Burundi
mwaka 2024. Bidhaa hizo nl saruji, mbolea,
chuma na bidhaa zake, mafutaya petroll,
nafaka, bidhaa za viwandani na vipodozi.

v

P

MWANANCHLED. TZ
JUMANNE, JULAI 21, 2026

Samia: Kigoma kuwa
kitovu cha biashara

Rais, Samia Suluhu Hassan akimsikiliza Mkurugenzi Mkuu wa Mamlaka ya

Usimamizi wa Bandarl Tanzania (TPA), Plasduce Mbossa akitoa maelezo
kuhusu ujenzl na ukarabati wa meli kablaya uzinduzi uliofanyika katika
bandari ya Kigoma mkoani humo Jana. Picha Tkulu

hamika, bali mwanzo wa kufun-
guka kwa fursa za biashara na
uwekezaji,” alisema.

Mkuu huyo wanchi, alisemareli
hiyo itakapokamilika itaungani-
sha Kigoma na Tabora, Dodoma,
Morogoro hadi Dar es Salaam,
huku ikiunganishwa na mtandao
mpana wa reli unaoelekea Mwan-

za,

Alisema hali hiyo itarahisisha
usafirishaji wa mizigo kutoka
Bandari ya Dar es Salaam kwen-
da Kigoma na kurahisisha bidhaa
kutoka Kigoma kufika katika
masoko ya ndani na nje ya nchi.

Alieleza kuwa wakulima watan-
ufaika kwa kupata pembejeo kwa
urahisi na gharama nafuu, huku
mazao yao yakifikishwa sokoni
kwa haraka zaidi kuliko ilivyo
sasa.

Pia, alisema wafugaji, wavuvi
na wafanyabiashara %v;tam‘f:l]::
kutokana na kupungua kwa Izha‘-
rama za usafirishaji na kuongeze-
ka kwa fursa za masoko,

“Tujiandae na kuchangamkia
fursa hizi. Uwekezaji huu ni kwa
faida ya wana Kigoma na unak-
wenda kustawisha maisha yao,”
alisema.

Mbali na reli, Rais Samia alise-
ma ujenzi wa meli nne za mizigo
katika Ziwa Tanganyika utapanua
uwezo wa usafirishaji kati ya Tan-
zania, Burundi, Zambia na Jam-
huri ya Kidemokrasia ya Congo.

Mwaka 2024, Tanzania iliuza
bidhaa zenye thamani ya takrib-
ani dola za Marekani milioni 61.5
(takriban Sh162.15 bilioni) kwen-
da Burundi. )

Bidhaa kuu zilizouzwa ni pamo-
ja na saruji, mbolea, chuma na
bidhaa za chuma, mafutp ya

etroli, nafaka, bidhaa za viwan-
Qani navipodozi.

Kwa upande mwingine, Tanza-
nia iliagiza bidhaa kutoka Burun-
di zenye thamani ya karibu dola
za Marekani 996,540 (takrib-
an Sh2.63 bilioni) tpwaka 2024.
Bidhaa hizo ni pamoja na kahawa,

chai, magari, sabuni na baadhi ya
bidhaa za viwandani.

Aidha, mwaka huohuo, Tan-
zania iliuza bidhaa kwenda
DRC zenye thamani ya Dola za
Marekani milioni 313.3 (takriban
Sh825.9 bilioni).

DRC ilikuwa soko la nane kwa
ukubwa kwa bidhaa za Tanzania,
ikichukua takribani asilimia 3.6
ya mauzo yote ya Tanzania nje
yanchi.

Rais Samia, alisema uwekeza-
ji huo utavutia kampuni zaidi za
usafirishaji, vituo vya kuhifadhi
mizigo na shughuli nyingine za
lojistiki zitakazochochea ukuaji
wa uchumi wa Kigoma.

Kuhusu amani, ulinzi
miundombinu

Katika hotuba yake hiyo, Rais
Samia alisisitiza amani, usalama
na maendeleo ya nchi, akidokeza
uwekezaji huo umegharimu fedha
nyingi na wananchi wana wajibu
wa kikatiba na kizalendo kulinda
miundombinu yote.

“Niliahidi Kigoma haitakuwa
mwisho wa reli tena. Itakuwa
katikati kutoka Dar es
Salaam kwenda mbele na
kila tunachokifanyaleo nl
utekelezaji wa ahadi hiy0."

Rais Samia Suluhu Hassan

“Hujuma yoyote dhidi ya miun-
dombinu hii si hasara kwa Serikali
peke yake, bali kwa kila Mtanza-
nia, kila anayelipa kodi na nchi
kwa wjumla. Lakini sio tu kwa sisi
tuliopo hata kizazi kijacho,” alise-

ma.
Alisema  fedha inayowekez-
wa ikiharibiwa itakuwa vigumu

kupata kiasi hicho na Kurudis-
ha mradi, hivyo hilo htafifisha i
maendeleo ya kizazi kijacho.

“Niwaombe wananchi wa '
Kigoma wote kuwa na itikadi ya
usalama kwanza kisha maende-
leo. Kusingekuwa na usalama 1
tusingeweka jiwe lamsingi hapa,
wana Kigoma msingefurika kwa .
wingi hapa kila mtu angekuwa :
amejifungia na kuogopa kutoka,” 1
alisema.

Alivitaka vyombo vya ulinzina 1
usalama kuweka mikakati mad-
hubuti na shirikisho ya ulinzi
wa miundombinu inayojengwa.
kwani suala la usalama ni kipa-
umbele na halipaswi kupuuziwa.

“Tusikubali kushawishiwa au
kutumika na watu wasioitakia
mema nchi yetu, wawe wa ndani
au nje va nchi yetu. Tukivuruga
amani na usalama wa nchi yetu
maendeleo haya tunayoyataka
hayatashamiri na hayatakuwa
namaana,” alisema.

Aliijenga hoja hiyo akitolea
mfano baadhi yanchi jirani, licha
ya kuwa na ardhi lakini wanash- .
indwa kulima na kupata chakula [
cha kujitegemea kwa sababu ya 3
kukosa amani na usalama.

“Sote tuwe macho na tue-
puke wasaliti na maadui wa nchi .
yetu,” alisema Rais Samia.

Awali, akizungumza Kkatika J
hafla hiyo, Waziri wa Uchukuzi,
Profesa Makame Mbarawa,
alisema uwekezaji wa meli nne
za mizigo unaonyesha jinsi
mazingira yaliyowekwa na Seri-
kali yalivyowezesha sekta binafsi
kuwekeza katika miradi mikub-
wa ya uchukuzi.

Alisema meli hizo zitafungua --
enzi mpya ya usafirisha)i wa
majini katika Ziwa Tanganyika
na kuimarisha biashara kati ya
nchi za Afrika Mashariki na Kati.

“Uwekezaji huu unatarajiwa
kuzalisha ajira zaidi ya 600 za
moja kwa moja kwa wakazi wa
Kigoma na kuchochea biashara
nyingine zinazotegemea sekta
ya usafirishaji,” alisema.

Kwa upande wake, Makamu
wa Rais wa Kampuni ya Zijing
Mining Group, Shaoyang Shen
alisema maboresho ya Bandan
ya Kigoma yataimarisha biasha-
ra kati ya Tanzania na nchi za
ukanda wa Afrika Mashariki na
Kati.

“Mradi huu utaongeza ufanisi
wa usafirishaji wa mizigo, iki-
wemo madini yanayosafirishwa
kutoka Kalemie nchini Con-
go kuelekea Bandari ya Dar es
Salaam na masoko ya kimataifa,”
alisema.

Mkuu wa Mkoa wa Kigoma,
Simon Sirro, alisema mradi wa
SGR utaunganisha mkoa huo na
Dar es Salaam na kupunguza
muda wa usafirishaji wa mizigo
na abiria.

Sirro ambaye ni Mkuu wa
Jeshi la Polisi mstaafu alisema
reli hiyo itaongeza ushindani wa
biashara, kuvutia uwekezaji wa
viwanda na kufungua masoko
mapya kwa wakulima, wafugaji
na wavuvi.

‘Sirro, alisema meli mpya
zitasaidia kutatua changamoto
ya uhaba wa usahri wa mizigo
katika Ziwa Tanganyika, ambayo
kwa sasa huchelewesha biashara
za nchi jirani.
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